AP Government

Room 321

Below is a compilation of review questions, study hints, laws, and other valuable information from the AP, other teachers, and myself.  I hope you find this useful…and good luck!
Review Questions

Answer on a separate sheet of paper.  Be as detailed and thorough as possible.

	1. 
	The Founding Fathers believed that it is in our human nature to pursue our own self-interest.  What safeguards were written into the Constitution to safeguard against abuses stemming from our natures?



	2. 
	What are the formal methods for amending the Constitution?  What are some informal ways that the meaning of the Constitution can be changed?  Give examples.  

	3. 
	List five examples of powers given to the states in the Constitution.

	4. 
	Outline the history of federalism including dual federalism, creative federalism, creative federalism, new federalism or devolution, and fiscal federalism using regulations and mandates, giving specific examples of policies and/or court cases that reflect that history. 

	5. 
	List as many effects as you can of having weaker parties.  Give examples.

	6. 
	How have the reforms of how campaigns are financed affected politics?  Include the reforms from the 1970s and the more recent Bipartisan Campaign Finance Reform Act.

	7. 
	List three ways that the Internet has changed election campaigns.

	8. 
	What are the underlying reasons that explain why Congress moves slowly and inefficiently?  What are the results of the ways that Congress operates this way?

	9. 
	Identify two ways party leadership can influence members of their party in Congress.  Identify one factor that makes it difficult for party leadership to influence members of their party in Congress

	10.
	Why did the Founding Fathers create the Electoral College.  List as many flaws as you can with the Electoral College.  List reasons to maintain the Electoral College.  

	11. 
	List as many strengths and weaknesses of the presidency that you can.  Give an example for each one.  Include all the restrictions that Congress has put on the power of the presidency.

	12.
	List as many effects of divided government that you can think of.  What are the methods that a president can use to overcome these barriers?

	13.
	List and explain the causes for the problems the president has in obtaining bureaucratic cooperation.  List as many checks on bureaucratic power that you can think of.  What are the powers that the bureaucracy has to resist reform and change? 

	14.
	What are the arguments in favor of judicial activism?  What are the arguments in favor of judicial restraint?  Try to give an example for each point you make.  What are some Supreme Court decisions that are examples of judicial activism?

	15.
	What controls does the Congress have if it does not like a decision of the Court?  Give an example for each one.

	16.
	List as many reasons as you can for why it is hard to enact new policies.  Give examples for each.


Now, memorize everything that you’ve written.  

Look back at the review questions from the midterm and make sure you know those answers also.

Advice for Reviewing 

Use all your notes, the book, AP prep manual, and past tests to write out answers to the above questions.  For all your answers, be specific, giving examples as you would if this were the actual test.  I don’t expect a full-blown essay answer, but rather the outline of the brilliant answer that I’m sure you would write if asked to.

Some of these questions you’ve seen before.  This is a review, after all.  Make sure that you understand your answers to the same exquisite level of perfection that you understood them previously.  Use this as an opportunity to review the topic of the day.  If you do 30-45 minutes [Don’t gasp: that’s as much time as you’re supposed to spending anyways on HW] of review every day for the next couple of weeks, you will be in fine shape for the actual test. When you review a section, I recommend that you look over your class notes and the AP prep book; take the online quizzes; and cover up the answers and retake warm-ups and the test for that unit.  If you have purchased a review book, read over the summary for each unit and take the practice quizzes. 

The more actively you can study, the better for you.  Active studying means not just looking at your notes, but actually writing or saying out loud major points.  For example, if you’re reviewing the effects of campaign finance reform, don’t just stare at your notes or the book.  Don’t use a highlighter to highlight everything in your notes.  Take a piece of scratch paper and write down as many as you can, then use your notes and the book to check over your list. 

If you’re a diligent worker and won’t be distracted, I recommend that you form a study group.  Take responsibility for teaching a point to the rest of your group.  Remember that the best way to master a subject is to teach it to someone else.  If you don’t have a study group, teach your parents the joys of federalism and other topics.  If your parents are for some strange reason uninterested, teach your pet dog, baby brother, or bathroom mirror.

The Exam

Here is the breakdown of the Exam

   Questions


Time allowed 
          Percentage of grade

60 multiple choice

     45 minutes 


50%

4 free response 

    100 minutes  

50%

This is the breakdown of the distribution of Content Areas covered by the AP Exam.  The MC portion of the exam is devoted to each content area in the approximate percentages indicated.  The free-response portion will test you in some combination of the six major categories below.  Use this as a checklist while you’re studying.

	Subject







	Percentage of the Test

	1) Constitutional Underpinnings of US Government

a. Considerations that influenced the formulation and adoption of the Constitution

b. Separation of powers

c. Federalism

d. Theories of democratic government
	5-15%

	2) Political Beliefs and Behaviors

a. Beliefs that citizens hold about their gov’t and its leaders

b. Processes by which citizens learn about politics

c. The nature, sources, and consequences of public opinion

d. The ways in which citizens vote and otherwise participate in political life

e. Factors that influence citizens to differ from one another in terms of political beliefs and behaviors 
	10-20%

	3) Political Parties, Interest Groups and Mass Media

a. Political parties and elections

i. Functions

ii. Organization

iii. Development

iv. Effects on the political process

v. Electoral laws and systems

b. Interest groups, including PACs

i. The range of interests represented

ii. The activities of interest groups

iii. The effects of interest groups on the political process

iv. The unique characteristics and roles of PACs in the political process

c. The mass media

i. The functions and structures of the media

ii. The impacts of media on politics
	10-20%

	4) Institutions of National Government: Congress, Presidency, Bureaucracy and the Federal Courts

a. The major formal and informal institutional arrangements of power

b. Relationships among these four institutions, and varying balances of power

c. Linkages between institutions and the following

i. Public opinion and voters

ii. Interest groups

iii. Political parties

iv. The media

v. Subnational governments (state and local)
	35-40%

	5) Public Policy 

a. Policy making in a federal system

b. The formation of policy agendas

c. The role of institutions in the enactment of policy

d. The role of the bureaucracy and the courts in policy implementation and interpretation

e. Linkages between policy processes and the following

i. Political institutions and federalism

ii. Political parties

iii. Interest groups

iv. Public opinion

v. Elections

vi. Policy networks
	5-15%

	6) Civil Rights and Civil Liberties

a. The development of civil liberties and civil rights by judicial interpretation

b. Knowledge of substantive rights and liberties

c. The impact of the Fourteenth Amendment on the constitutional development of rights and liberties
	5-15%


List of Important Laws

 

	Northwest Ordinance
	National Environmental Policy Act (1969)

	Virginia Plan
	Civil Rights Act of 1957

	New Jersey Plan
	Equal Pay Act of 1963

	The Great Compromise
	Civil Rights Act of 1964

	Necessary and Proper Clause
	Voting Rights Act of 1965

	Supremacy Clause 
	Open Housing Act of 1968 (Title VIII)

	Commerce Clause
	Higher Education Act of 1972 (Title IX)

	Fugitive Slave Clause
	Education of All Handicapped Children Act of 1975)

	Clean Air Act (1970)
	Voting Rights Act of 1982

	Emergency Highway Energy Conservation Act (1974)
	Civil Rights Act of 1988

	Americans with Disabilities Act (1990)
	Civil Rights and Women’s Equity in Employment Act of 1991

	Motor Voter Registration Act (1993)
	Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993

	Unfunded Mandates Reform Act (1995)
	North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)

	Welfare Reform Act (1996)
	Tax Reform Act of 1986

	Voting Rights Act (1965)
	Clinton tax plan (1993)

	Pendleton Act (1883)
	Social Security Act (1935)

	Hatch Act (1939)
	Medicare (1965)

	Federal Election Campaign Act (1974)
	Gramm-Rudman-Hollings (1985)

	Ethics in Government Act (1978)
	Social Security Act (1935)

	Lobbyist Disclosure Act (1995)
	Medicare and Medicaid

	Rule 22
	Welfare Reform law (1996)

	Congressional Budget and Impoundment Act (1974)
	National Security Act (1947)

	War Powers Act (1973)
	Goldwater-Nichols Act (1986)

	Independent Counsel Law
	Clean Air Act (1963)

	Presidential Succession Act of 1947
	Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) (1970)

	Civil Service Reform Act of 1978
	Water Quality Improvement Act (1970)

	Whistle Blower Protection Act (1989)
	Endangered Species Act (1973)

	Freedom of Information Act (1966)
	 


Tips for Students


Random Guessing Is not Advisable
It is not advisable to guess. For questions with five answer choices, one-fourth of a point is subtracted for each wrong answer. Therefore, if students know nothing that helps them eliminate even one of the multiple-choice options, they probably won't benefit by randomly choosing an answer. Educated guessing, however, can be beneficial. If students are fairly sure that even one of the options is wrong, it may be worthwhile to answer the question. Of course, if they can eliminate two or three options as probably incorrect, their chances of gaining credit become even greater.

Read the Questions Carefully
This applies to both multiple-choice and free-response questions. For multiple-choice questions it is important for students to read the question carefully to look for words such as "NOT" and "EXCEPT." For free-response questions it is important that students respond to ALL PARTS of the question being asked. Understanding what is being asked and responding with specific evidence is a very useful skill. Long, involved descriptions full of random facts about a specific concept or political phenomenon are neither encouraged nor rewarded in the grading process; students must be taught to "read for the guidelines" in order to make sure both their information and presentation clearly and completely answer the actual question that is being asked. 

Understand the Instructions and Action Verbs
Students may be asked to list, discuss, describe, explain, analyze, etc.; these are not all identical tasks. Also, the question may call for more than one task, such as both to identify and explain. Students should understand that some tasks are more complex than others. For example, composing a list may not even require a complete sentence, but students may need to write several paragraphs for a satisfactory discussion, including well-developed examples as support, in order to adequately explain some phenomenon. Here are some of the most common action words used in past free-response questions: 

· List/Identify: Listing or identifying is a task that requires no more than a simple enumeration of some factors or characteristics. A list does not require any causal explanations. For example, a student might be asked to list or identify three characteristics Presidents consider when making appointments. Such a list, which could be bulleted or numbered, and might include party, race, gender, etc. 

· Define: A definition requires a student to provide a meaning for a word or concept. Examples may help to demonstrate understanding of the definition. Students may be instructed to note the term's significance as part of the definition. 

· Describe: A description involves providing a depiction or portrayal of a phenomenon or its most significant characteristics. Descriptions most often address "what" questions. For example, if students are asked to describe reasons for the decline in voter turnout, in the description they must do more than simply list facts ¿- they must actually describe the reasons. For example, students may explain that the expansion of suffrage led to decline in overall voter turnout because once voting was made available to more individuals, the overall percentage of those voting declined. 

· Discuss: Discussions generally require that students explore relationships between different concepts or phenomena. Identifying, describing, and explaining could be required tasks involved in writing a satisfactory discussion. 

· Explain: An explanation involves the exploration of possible causal relationships. When providing explanations, students should identify and discuss logical connections or causal patterns that exist between or among various political phenomena. 

· Compare/Contrast: This task requires students to make specific links between two or more concepts or phenomena. They should understand that it is important to note similarities AND differences between the concepts or phenomena under consideration.

· Evaluate/Assess: An evaluation or assessment involves considering how well something meets a certain standard, and as such generally requires a thesis. It is important to identify the criteria used in the evaluation. If no criteria are explicitly given in the question, students should take care to clearly identify the ones that they choose to employ. Specific examples may be applied to the criteria to support the student's thesis. Evaluation or assessment requires explicit connections between the thesis or argument and the supporting evidence. 

· Analyze: This task usually requires separating a phenomenon into its component parts or characteristics as a way of understanding the whole. An analysis should yield explicit conclusions that are explained or supported by specific evidence and/or well-reasoned arguments.

Focus on Writing a Clear, Concise, and Well-Supported Response
Students should marshal evidence to document and support their statements and make use of concrete examples to demonstrate the main points of their arguments. They should explicitly define important terms and use the clearest, most direct terms possible. A direct, clear answer is likely to earn more points than a vague, rambling, ambiguous response.

